CONFIDENTIAL.} [No. 6 of 1875. 


: _ -—REPORT ON NATIVE PAPERS 


FOR 


The Week ending the 6th February 1875. 


| ADVERTING to the piety and generosity of Rani Sharat Sundari  misvo Raxsiea, 
: Debi, of Puntia, the Hindu Ranjiké of the 27th January asks Government to ?*™#v 27th, 1876. 
confer on her a suitable title of distinction in recognition of her merit. Her 

. equally generous minister, Babu Prasanna Kumdér Mazumdar, also deserves 

like honor. 


2. The same paper complains that, under the present laws for compel- — Hisvv Raysrea. 

ling witnesses to give evidence in a court of law, they are put to consider- 

able inconvenience from not receiving any compensation for the loss of time 

i and comfort which they thus incur. Parties quite ignorant of the facts of — 

| acase are sometimes made to appear thus, and are put to endless trouble. 

Witnesses, moreover, are not treated with due respect in the courts. An 

invidious distinction, too, is made between the officers of Government and 

the non-official public in the matter of compensation for loss of time. 

While the former are allowed it, it is denied tothe latter. The attention of 
Government is drawn to the matter. 


&. The Grémbarta Prakaéshikad of the 27th January observes, in refer- = Grausarra 
ence to existing municipal institutions, that the Native Commissioners have ,,,... orn srs 
no independence of judgment. They are generally presided over by | 
European Magistrates, whose will alone prevails in connection with all 
municipal matters. Very little scope is allowed the native members for 
acquiring the habit of self-government, though that was the primary object 
with Sir George Campbell. The Editor, however, is gratified to learn that 
a native has been chosen to preside over the Puna Municipality, and hopes 
that this example will be followed in other municipalities all over the country. 


4. The same paper, in an article of considerable length, headed the Gramsanra 
.  “ Means of increasing the wealth of the country,” remarks, that it is almost 9“ ““““""** 
impossible for natives tomake progress in any matter, unless Government comes 
in to their aid. Endeavours have, indeed, been made, but without success, 
to introduce gymnastic training into the schools of Bengal by educated natives, 
before Government took the matter into consideration. It has now been a 
successful measure, as is attested by the results of the gymnastic tournament 
recently held at Belvedere. As in gymnastics, so in all other things. 
Natives, for instance, are lamentably wanting in commercial enterprize. They 
have no commerce. ‘The country is poverty-stricken ; and unless Government 
: exerts itself in the matter, it will remain for ever an impossible task for natives 
| to better their condition and augment the resources of the country. It is to be 
regretted that the Government of India has not approved of the proposals of 
the Bengal Government for the preparation of Portland cement in this country. 
If the proposals had been sanctioned and acted on, a fresh and successful road 
to wealth might have been secured. 
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Guampanra 5. The same paper, in another article, urges on the authorities, the 

January 27th, 1976, Need of appointing secret spies all over the kingdom, to report on the 
oppressions committed on the weak and helpless by the strong. The'present 
state of the law, according to which an offender is not convicted unless clear 
evidence be obtained of his guilt, is highly unsatisfactory, as being inadequate 
to afford sufficient protection to the poor and weak against the outrages of 
the wealthy and the tyrannical. Various oppressions are frequently exercised 
on the former, for which they do not obtain any redress in the courts, from 
their inability to procure sufficient evidence. The wronged party only 
complains that there is no justice in the kingdom. 


GRAMBARTA 6. Ina letter to the same paper, the writers complain that in the 
smrssnre* village of Jamiredanga, in the district of Nuddea, one Madan Ghose was 
violently assaulted by three Jaftials in the employ of the zemindar of the 
place ; and when he sued them in the court, on the day fixed for the hearing 
of his case, he was kept in confinement by the zemindar’s men and 


not allowed to appear. The case was of course dismissed owing to his 
absence. 


BHARAT DaRPan, 7. The Bharat Darpan, of the 28th January, has an editorial on the 

January 28th, 1875. treatment natives receive at the hands of the officers of Government. The 
Editor complains that they are invariably treated with disrespect, and sometimes 
also with positive insult. They are objects of hatred to them. The rulers 
are offended even if natives complain of this rude treatment. It seems to 
be their desire, that the subject people should acquiesce without the least 
murmur in all that is done to them. But such conduct is unbecoming in 
those who rule. The Editor is, however, gratified to learn that the present 
Assistant Magistrate and Collector of Chuadanga intends shortly to invite 
a number of the successful students of the local schools and some respec- 
table natives to his house, and converse with them in a friendly manner. 


Aunts Bazan 8. The Amrita Bazar Pairiké of the 28th January has the following 

January eth, 1875, 10 an article on the meeting of Scindia and Holkar:—The remarks made 
by the Zimes on the same subject have well-nigh frightened us. Seeing that 
the Zimes is the mouth-piece of English public opinion, is it possible, we 
ask, that the English have decided to hold India for ever in subjection, 
and that we should continue to serve the English nation forever? Did not 
the English, that pride themselves on being Christians, that have but recently 
spent millions for the extirpation of slavery, that claim to teach religion and 
morals to the world, feel even the least compunction, when they approved of 
the sentiments of the Zimes ? Did not Christianity reprove them in the 
least P Was it not shameful in them to regard with fear any symptoms of 
union among us, as tending ultimately to make us great? Ifthe English 
really desire to hold us in eternal subjection, let their rule be yet more 
severe ; and the sooner the Hindu race disappears from the face of the earth, 
the better will it be for them. Let plagues infest the country, and the earth 
be thus freed from the yoke of slavery. But we do not believe that the 
Times has given a faithful expression of English opinion. The English 
would not have sought, as they have done, to benefit the country and its 
people, if such had been their intention. If, however, it is the desire of the 
English nation to immortalize their rule in India, let them give up the policy 
of governing by force, and let them afford facilities for teaching the subject 
people the great lesson of self-government. 


iieinn: tenes 9. The same paper thus concludes an editorial on Baroda :—LEvery- 
Patria. thing is quiet in Baroda; it seems as though a thunderbolt had suddenly 


\ 
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fallen upon the people, They cannot divine what all this will end in. 
Thousands of men daily throng the precincts of the house in which the 


-Guicowar is confined, casting, like statues, their steadfast gaze on it. How 


fervently do they hope that, through God’s blessing, the walls of the apartment 


‘will burst asunder, and the Guicowar come out of his confinement. The 


Sirdars fear lest injustice be done to the Prince, and the kingdom be annexed 
by the British Government. Let those that reproach the Guicowar, those 
that say that he was an oppressive ruler, and that the people were sorely trou- 
bled under his reign, learn from this, that his people would rather put up with 
the oppressions of their Prince, than live under the good government of the 
English. The whole Marhatta nation laments His Highness’s misfortunes. 
They do not come to the Residency to lodge complaints against the fallen 


Prince. They throng round his prison to bemoan with lamentations the 


affliction of their native Prince. et the enemies of the Guicowar reflect 
on this. 


10. Adverting to the satisfactory results of the last examination of 
pupils of the Burdwan Normal School, the Prachériké of the 29th January 
remarks, with regret, that though this institution has done considerable good to 
the district by turning out a large number of teachers, still Mr. Hopkins, the 
Inspector, has not hesitated to recommend its abolition. Strange to say even the 
Commissioner of the Division has approved of this suggestion. The Director 
of Public Instruction is asked to attend to the subject and maintain the school. 


ll. The Hducation Gazette, of the 29th January, is gratified to learn 
that the Government of Bengal has not complied with the request of the Cham- 
ber of Commerce for a reduction of the Durga Pijé holidays. All Hindoos 
would have been seriously inconvenienced, if this selfish request of the mer- 
chants had been granted. 


12. The same paper dwells on the low state of agriculture in this 
country, as caused by deterioration in the breed of oxen. It is a matter 
of regret, that neither the zemindars nor the Government have as yet made 
any attempts to improve the breed of these most useful animals. 


13. Referring to a rumour that prevails in Baroda that the trial of the 
Guicowar will be held at Bombay—a rumour which has produced a good 
deal of dissatisfaction among the subjects of the Prince—the same paper 
remarks, that it is most probably a false report, as Government must be fully 
aware that nothing can be done in such a grave matter at Bombay, which 
is by no means a convenient place for making special inquiries in the case. 


There is not the least doubt that Government will act with great caution in 


this matter. Every effort should be made to do justice to the Guicowar. 


14. In an editorial on the Bill, now before the Select Committee, 
for the recovery of the advances made to the ryots during the famine, the 
Bhérat Sangskarak, on the 29th January, requests Government to adopt only 
mild measures for realizing this money. The ryots should have the privilege 
of repaying the amount due from them by several instalments. The Govern- 
ment that has so generously saved them from starvation should not now be 
severe upon them in demanding immediate payment; for it should be 
remembered that besides the claims of Government they have to meet 
the demands of the zemindars. In short, every consideration should be 
shown them in this matter. 


15. In another lengthy article on “ Might is Right,” the same paper 


remarks that though the English are always fond of parading their love of 
justice, the fixed policy of Government seems to be based on the adage that 
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“ Micht is Right.” In their actions, this love of displaying their power very 
generally overrides their notion of justice. The recent article in the 
Times, on the meeting of the Scindia and the Holkar, will illustrate the above 
remark. The deposition of Mulharao before his trial is another instance of 
it. We do not of course mean to assert, that the English are entirely without 
the idea of justice, nay, we are prepared to admit that they are more generous 
and just than most other nations; but then it is to be added that we cannot 


accept as true, the assurance so often given by the English, thatin governing - 


India they are guided by an entirely just policy. The position of Native 
Princes will continue to be an extremely critical one so long as this policy, 
which gives preference to might at the expense of justice, is adhered to by 
the English. Guided by it, the Government has been urged to augment the 
Indian army. We earnestly request it to adopt a nobler and a more elevated 
policy in respect of the native dependent Princes than that hitherto pursued. 

16. Adverting to a recent occurrence, in which a native wrapped up in 
a black blanket was mistaken for a boar, and shot by an Kuropean officer, and 
in which the offender was allowed to get off by consenting to pay only a 
small sum of money to the widow of the deceased, the Hindu Hitoishini of the 
30th January complains, that though it urgently behoves Government to 
adopt measures for preventing such painful circumstances, which have become 
very common, still nothing has yet been done to secure this object. Oppres- 
sions are on the increase; for wicked persons can now safely indulge in their 
lawless and immoral habits; and unless every offender is condignly 
punished for his crime, this sad state of things will continue to exist. \ 

17. The same paper observes, in another editorial, that a laxity and re- 
missness have come over the administration of justice, owing to the authorities 
having ceased to watch attentively the doings of the subordinate judicial 
officers. Much evil results from this. Judges of Small Cause Courts, and 


even Munsiffs and Sub-Judges, are now found to shew greater anxiety than | 


before, to dispose of a large number of suits, rather than arrive at the truth 
and pronounce right judgments. The evil needs speedy correction. 
18. The same paper, in another article on the Guicowar of Baroda, 


questions the propriety of Mulharao’s deposition by the English Government. 


That Prince has been deposed and closely imprisoned, on evidence 
collected by Mr. Souter, even before his guilt is proved. He occupied 
a prominent position as one of the first-class tributary native powers, 
but has met with treatment far worse than that of a common criminal. 
Ts the Indian Government justified in trying Mulharao? The native 
members of the Commission appointed for his trial will, we fear, occupy a 
position analogous to that of the Native Commissioners in a municipal 
institution. Guicowar has many enemies, and he is fully aware of this 
fact. Some of the Bombay journals would have him hanged under 
the Indian Penal Code. Lord Northbrook is earnesly besought to care- 


fully attend to this important matter, and to see that not even the least 
injustice is done to the accused Prince. 


19. The Sdéptahik Samachar of the 80th January remarks, in reference 
to the approaching retirement of Sir Richard Couch from office, and 
the desire of the Secretary of State to appoint a new man from England 
in his place, that 1t would be better for public interests, as well as for the 
administration of justice, to promote one of the Puisne Judges to this office. 
The officer selected for this post must not only be highly proficient 
in law, but should also be thoroughly conversant with the manners, 
customs, and habits of natives. On these grounds, it is not always 
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advisable to appoint a new man from England, one quite inexperienced in 
Indian affairs, to the highest judicial office in India. We regret to part 
with Sir Richard Couch ; for though his tenure of office has been very brief, 


Still during this short period he has given ample proof, as in the Meares’ 


case, of his ability and impartiality. : 


20. The same paper learns, with gratification, that Lord Northbrook 
has liberally granted Mulharao sufficient funds for defending his case. The 
Editor remarks that, much of the calumnies of the Guicowar was invented 
by a number of Anglo-Indian Editors, the common enemies of natives, and 
who have painted him in the blackest colors possible. That the Guicowar 
was not such a great spendthrift and so unpopular with his subjects as he has 
been represented, are amply attested by a rich exchequer, and the necessity 
which has led Sir Lewis Pelly to order fresh detachments to Baroda. 


Ql. The same paper, in reviewing the minute of Sir Richard Temple on 
primary schools, makes the following observations :—We are gratified to find 
that the Lieutenant-Governor has begun to reinvest educational officers with 
powers of which they were deprived by his predecessor. In the minute before 
us, he has acknowledged the existence of these officers. We, however, do not 
see why His Honor, while ina manner admitting that the primary schools are 
not and cannot be properly attended to by the already over-worked Mag'strate- 
Collectors, has still chosen to place them under the latter. He has been 
erroneously led to suppose, that the public take greater interest in these 


schools, when under the supervision of Magistrate-Collectors, than when 


they are superintended by Circle Inspectors. The contrary, however, seems 
to be the truth. Almost all the Government aided schools were established 
by the exertions of the Education Department. It is neither satisfactory 
nor convenient to place the primary schools under Magistrates, when there 
is a distinct Education Department to attend to their working, The latter 
should, therefore, be empowered to exercise an entire control over these 
institutions. It would be enough if the Magistrates at intervals visit 
them and encourage the pupils by prizes. Another point noticed is, that 
it will be sometimes a matter of extreme inconvenience to the Gurus to find, 
after their return from the normal schools, where for six months they were 
being trained, that the school had broken up during their absence. The 
method of training the Gurus for six months, as laid down in the minute, 
though suited to the present requirements of the primary schools, has still 
several shortcomings. 


SapTanrk SAMACHAR. 
January 80th, 18756. 


SaPTaAHIK SaMACHaR. 


22. The same paper is highly gratified to read Sir Richard Temple’s SsrramSamacuae 


Minute on the extension of Sanskrit teaching. The observations are all 
just and proper. His Honor is requested to cause the re-introduction of 

engali literature into the course for the Vernacular Scholarship examin- 
ation, and thus benefit the native students. 

_ 28. The same paper remarks, in an editorial, that native authors have 
been highly honored by Sir Richard Temple’s invitation. His Honor has 
displayed, in this act, the true greatness of his heart, and has performed a 
sovereign duty. 

24. The Sédhdrant of the 3lst January thus writes, in the course 
of an editorial on the “ Commerce of the country” :— We have no hesitation 
in saying that the commercial condition of the country was not so wretched 
under the Mahomedans as it is now. The Mahomedan Emperors were 
truly worthy of the title of Bddshadh. They were indeed extortioners, but 
the money realized by extortion was expended in the country, and not used, 
as now, in conferring high positions on a number of incompetent persons 
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across the sea. The Emperors wore expensive articles of dress, but then 
they were produced in the country and enriched it. Native commerce does 
not possess the same facilities in the present time. The English Government 
has never fostered it, while English competition has ruined it. 


95. In an article on *“ Race Hatred,” the Howrah HMitakari of the 


31st January complains, that the English bitterly hate the natives, Even the 
word “native” has cometo be used as a scornful expression. The Editor 


seems to think that, the existence of good feeling between the two races is 
impossible, however desirable it may be. 


26. The Dacca Prakédsh of the 31st January remarks, in reference to 
the reply of His Honor to the petition of the inhabitants of Chittagong, 
that there is nothing in it which can be objected to, except the refusal of 
the Lieutenant-Governor to extend the Eastern Bengal Railway to that 
district. The prayed-for railway, we believe, will be a profitable concern, 
and will confer an immense good on eastern Bengal generally by opening 
up its natural resources. Owing to the Pudma, the extension of the line to 
Goalundo has been productive “of little good to this part of the =v" 
The proposed railway will secure this object. 


27. The Som Prakash of the 1st February observes, in reference to the 
memorial, sent by the inhabitants of Puna to the Governor-General, in connec- 
tion with the Guicowar’s trial, that His Excellency should comply with the 
reasonable requests of the memorialists. An equal number of Natives and 
Europeans should be appointed to try the Prince ; for Huropeans alone will not 
be able to see through, or weigh accurately the large amount of concocted 
evidence, that will be adduced by the enemies of the accused. It is also to be 
regretted that, while the Guicowar is to be tried for seeking to poison an 
obnoxious Resident, the latter has not been in the least taken to task for 
tampering with the liberal and elevated policy of the Queen by his unjust 
treatment of the accused Prince. Such cases are, however, common, wi! en 
one of the two parties is stronger than the other. 


28. The same paper observes on the two recent Minutes of the Lieute- 
nant-Governor, viz., on Primary education and instruction in Sanskrit, that 
they furnish clear evidence of Sir Richard Temple's ability, intelligence, and: 
businesslike habits. The observations recorded are all just and proper. It 


should, however, be remarked in regard to the first of these Minutes that the 


remuneration given to the gurus is very scanty. The subscriptions from the 


villagers, even when supplemented by the money aids of Government, hardly’ 


‘ enable them to earn the means of a decent livelihood. Government should 


Som PRAKASH. 


therefore slightly increase its grants to the primary schools, and should. 
endeavour to fix the amount of private subscriptions. 
Minute, though we are fully ready to condemn, with Sir Richard, a pedantic 
use of the Sanskrit vocabulary in the Bengali language, still His Honor must 
be grievously mistaken, if he is not disposed to put up with a reasonable use in 
the vernacular of Sanskrit words; for without the latter it is often impossible 
for the former to attain to the dignity of an elegant and harmonious 
language. 7 

29. The same paper regrets to find that the Indian Government, 
though always professing to seek the welfare of India, does at times act in 
a way which in a great measure belies its professions. Thus it is about to 
abolish the duty on imported cloth, though fully aware that such a course 
cannot but ruin the prospects of the newly-established cloth-mills of this 


country. The English are remarkably jealous in guarding their own 


interests. 


In regard to the second 
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10 connection 
examination forthe Presidency Division, prescribed by Mr. Clarke, the 


ee de 


___ 80.. The same paper is gratified to learn that Mr. Walton, the Judge 
of Fureedpore, mixes with the natives and loves theirsociety. It is highly 
desirable, as promoting the good of both the governors and the governed, 
that there should be good feeling and amity between them. A large 
number of evils results from a want of such cordiality—(1) Govern- 
ment is regarded by the subjects as a foreign power. (2) The Europeans 
in India grow partial to men of their own race. (8) Miscarriage of justice 
becomes frequent owing to this partiality. (4) Difficulties arise in the way 
of natives obtaining high offices in the State. 

dl. The Sahachar, of the lst February, notices the following points, 
with the text-books for the Vernacular Scholarship 


Inspector of Schools: (1) The almost total omission of text-books in the 
Bengali language. It is strange that in the vernacular examination the 
importance of the vernacular is not at all recognized. It is impossible 
for boys to learn the various subjects required in the examination, and which 
are all in Bengali, without possessing a good knowledge of their vernacular. 
(2) . The omission in the list of the Geography of India. (8) The inclu- 
sion of the “ Preservation of Health.” ‘lhe last, though an important subject, 
should not have been laid down for the study of little boys, and could have 
been: taught them by oral instructions. (4) The substitution of one 
book of geometry in place of some important portions of arithmetic. Lastly, 
Mr. Clarke is asked to see, that the examiners put only such questions-as will 


test the knowledge of the boys, and not serve to show off their own learning. 


32. The same paper is grateful to Sir Richard Temple for his abl minute 
on the primary schools. The Editor remarks that to render them efficient, 
these institutions should be placed under the control of the Educational 
officers. socal Committees should be appointed for the work of supervision ; 
for the District Committees are of no use and have not done any good up to this 
time. Something more should be taught in the primary schools than mere 
reading, writing, and arithmetic, as the majority of the students belong to the 
respectable classes. There should not be any hard-and-fast rules in this matter. 

83. The Editor of the Uthal Dipika of the 21st November 1874, in an 
article on “Salt Duty,” observes as follows:—One of the. evil effects of the 
new rules promulgated for the realization of salt duties is that the salt of 
all districts is not sold at a uniform rate; besides, it is to be feared that the 
rules which are intended to suppress illicit sales are. calculated to favor 
them. It would have been well if the rates had been fixed with reference 
to the distance between the place of manufacture and that of consumption, 
instead of between one district and another. i 

84. The Kditor of the same journal, of the 5th December 1874 says, we 
are exceedingly glad to understand that, His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor 


is inclined to appoint an Uryah to be the Inspector of Schools in the Orissa 


Division. 

85. Thesame journal in writing an article on “ Canals and Railways,” 
observes as follows :—The imperfect results of the irrigation system initiated 
in the province of Orissa suggest the advisability of establishing railways— 
a project which would accomplish far better results than what canals have 
hitherto done. 

86. The same journal of the 9th January 1875, in reviewing the results 
of the First Arts and Entrance Examinations held at Cuttack in December 
1874, regrets to observe that they have not been creditable, and attributes 
this to the defective system of training at present adopted. The Kditor 
hopes, however, to see a better state of things in future years. 
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37. The Editor of the same journal, of the 16th instant, regrets the 
sudden transfer of Mr. Parry, the Inspector of Schools, Orissa Division. It 
has been done, perhaps, with the view of appointing Babu Nanda Kisor Dés 
in his place. Mr. Parry is a man of excellent qualities and abilities; there 
is no doubt that his continuance at this place would have greatly improved 
the present low status of the Educational Department here. 


88. The same journal is very glad to learn, that our Commissioner is 
making efforts to lay a telegraphic line from False Point to Cuttack. This 
is indeed a most desirable and beneficial measure, especially for the mercantile 
community. We therefore recommend our Commissioner to give speedy effect 
to this object. It must be confessed that Government must consent to endure 
some loss before the project proves remunerative, inasmuch as the people of 
this province are yet backward in appreciating and availing themselves of 
the advantages of such a boon. 


89. The Editor of the Orissa Patriot, of the 16th November last, is at 
a loss to account for the indifference manifested by Government in relieving 


the necessities of the sufferers by the late cyclone. It could easily avail 
itself of the late famine surplus fund. 


40. The same journal, of the 16th December, in reviewing the Jail 
Administration Report, regrets to find that the nefarious practice of whipping 
still obtains ; and we earnestly request, says the Kditor, His Honor the 
Lieutenant-Governor to do away with such an evil practice at once. 

41. The Utkal Putra, of the 16th December 1874, in writing about 
the appointment of an Ooryah to the post of Inspectorship of the Orissa 
Division, says that it would be better if the appointment be conferred on one 
that has graduated in the University. 

42. A correspondent writes to the same journal to say, that he is at a 
loss to account for the manner in which the Scholarship examination was 
conducted this year. Out of about 500 Paéthshdélds at present in existence in 
this province, only 45 sent up candidates for examination. Some might 
explain this, by saying that it is because only fifteen scholarships have been 
allotted to this district. If so, what is "the object of estaLlishing so many 
P&thsd4las ? This course is sure to tell seriously upon the zeal and exertions 
of the boys, whose sole object of study was to pass the examination. 
It is most probable that many of the Pathsdl4s will be, as a matter of 
course, abolished. The correspondent in conclusion requests the District 
Magistrate to look into it and put a stop to such injustice in future years. 

43. The Balasore Sumbada Bahika of the 16th November, in giving 
an account of the late cyclone, which did considerable mischief in some parts 
of the Balasore district, requests Mr. Magistrate Norman and the District 
School Committee, the former to beso good as to remit a year’s revenue, and 
the latter to assist in reconstructing those schools which have been blown 
down by the cyclone. 

44. The same journal requests Mr. Commissioner Ravenshaw to place 
all Gurjat and other P4ths&l4s under the control and supervision of the 
Inspector, who is now appointed for Orissa schools. | 

45. The same journal of the 16th December, in its epitome of news, 
requests Government to allot at least 20 scholarships to this district (Balasore), 
the number (seven) now allotted being quite inadequate in every respect. 

_ 46. The same journal, in a lengthy article on the ‘“ Late Cyclone,” 
describes the dire and afflicted condition under which the cyclone has placed 
most of the inhabitants of the interior of the district, and prays Government 
to assist the sufferers, either by granting them cash payments, or seed-grain, 
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47. The same journal in its epitome of news, in referring to the punish- Batssoze Sumsano 


ment awarded to the two students, who attempted to steal the question 
papers for the last Entrance Examination, remarks that the punishment is 
rather severe for school-boys. 


48. The Editor of the same journal, in its news columns, says that he 

is at a loss to understand the reason of the Government initiating measures 
for carrying on a trade in dried fish in this province. It does not sound 
well, that Government should take a fancy for such a trade. 
49. In one of its editorials, the U/kal Pootra, of the 20th January, says 
that it is rumoured that the settlement of khas mehals in the town of Cuttack 
has already commenced. If the rumour, which appears to be quite unfounded, 
be true, nothing can be more oppressive. The Kditor requests the 
public to memorialize the Government on the subject. It is impossible, says 
he, to put up with such oppressions. 

50. The same journal exceedingly regrets to point out our Magistrate’s 
gross irregularity in trying and convicting Baboo Dinonath Banerjee, against 
whom a charge of defamationwas brought. The Magistrate sentenced himtotwo 
years’ imprisonment and a fine of Rs. 1,000; but on appeal he was released. 
The Editor then enters briefly into the particulars of the case; and in conclu- 
sion is grieved to see that our Magistrate should commit such a deplorable 
error in deciding it. It still more grieves him to see that the 
Magistrate did not attend to the pleas urged by the defendant, nor did he 
afford him any facilities for making his defence, &c. 

51. The Editor of the same journal, in the course of an article entitled 
* Are Oriyahs a cursed race?” finds fault with the policy of Govern- 
ment adopted in appointing at last a joint Inspector for the province. 
He is at a loss to account for such a measure. Why should, he 
says, a joint Inspector be appointed instead of an Inspector? And why did 
Governuent for a time dispense with the joint Inspectorship and appoint an 
Inspector? All these are problems which he cannot solve. In conclusion, the 
Editor attributes all these irregular proceedings to the misfortune of Orissa. 

52. The Editor of the Uikal Dipika, of the 28rd January, adverting to 
the appointment of a joint Inspector of Schools for Orissa, observes that the 
policy, pursued by the Commissioner and the Lieutenant-Governor in the 
matter, is not approved of by the public, inasmuch as the measure is not at 
all advantageous either to Orissa, or to the Baboo himself who has been 
appointed to the post. 

53. The Orissa Patriot of the 16th January condemns the wrong policy 
of Government, pursued in respect of the proposed settlement of khas mehals 
in this town (Cuttack). The Editor remarks that if Government is disposed 
to increase the present jumma eighteen-fold, it is very natural that other 
zemindars should be encouraged to copy the example set them by Govern- 
ment; and, if so, there would be no end to the miseries of the poor ryots. 


54. The Kditor goes on to point out the oppressions practised on the 


ryots of Bankee and other khas mehals by the tehsildars, who realised the fixed 


jumma from the people without giving heed to their complaints. Govern- 


ment should be more lenient and prudent in such matters, or the poor ryots 
will be utterly ruined. In conclusion, the Editor earnestly requests the 
(Jovernment to reconsider the matter in a favorable light. 

55. The Behdr Bandhu, in an article on the evil arising from the 
present increase in the consumption of liquor, says that the desire 
for strong drink has extended to the higher classes of natives—to the 


Brahmins and Khetryas—whose duty and privilege it hitherto was to 
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prevent the spread of vice, and to give good counsel to their disciples and 
followers. Port and sherry leads him to think of the Englishmen here 
in this matter. Hditors have wearied themselves in writing against and 
combating this evil, and wine is still given to be drunk. What does it 
concern Government, whose only object seems to be to extract money 
from us? Whether we die or live, is no matter; whilst there is life this , 
poison must be consumed. The English will not, with all their wisdom, ~~ 
consider the injury this system is doing. <All the people of the country 
will become enervated through drink, the evils of which are indescribable. 
The English alone are answerabie for this; if they but exert themselves, 
all these ills would flee the country at once; but when will they ever 
wish for our welfare? ‘They drink themselves, and are at the same 
time reducing this country toa mere nothing. Alas! if this be the way 
in which they intend drawing money from the country, why not despoil : 
us once for all and altogether? It will be said the people here are subjects. 
What! do they wish to become rdj4s? They are becoming poorer and 
more degenerate by spending their all upon drink, and at the end their 
condition will be hopeless. : 
® 
BENGALI TRANSLATOR’S OFFICE, JOHN ROBINSON, 
The 6th February 1875. Government Bengali Translator. 
List of Native Newspapers received and examined for the Week ending the 
6th February 1875. 
| | 
No. Name. Place of publication. | Monthly, weekly, Date. 
1 | ‘¢ Grambarta Prakashika’”’... | Comercolly _... ee | Monthly Ashwin 1281 BS. 
2 | “Satya Prak&sh”’ Banaripara, Burrisal Bi-monthly 2nd Fortnight of Pous 1281 B.S. 
3 | “ Bharat Darpan”’ Chinsurah Ditto 28th January. 
4, | “ Moorshedabad Patrika Berhampore Weekly 22nd _ ditto. 
5 |“ Burrisal Bartabaha” Burrisal ms Ditto 27th ditto. 
6 | “Grambarta Prakashika” ...| Comercolly __... Ditto 27th ditto. 
7 | “Hindu Ranjika” ... | Bauleah, Rajshahye Ditto 27th ditto. 
8 | “Amrita Bazar Patrika” ... | Calcutta a Ditto 28th ditto. 
9 | “ Education Gazette” Hooghly Ditto 29th ditto. 
10 | “ Pracharika” Burdwan ve oo | ante 29th ditto. : 
11 | “ Bharat Sangskarak” .. | Harinavi, 24-Pergunnahs | Ditto 29th ditto. ‘ 
12 | “ Saéptahik Samachar” . | Calcutta .. | Ditto ... | 80th ditto. 
13 | “ Hindu Hitoishini” Dacca Ditto ... | 80th ditto. 
14 | “ Dacca Prakash”’ .| Ditto Ditto ... | 81st ditto. 
15 | “ Sadhfrant” Chinsurah t Ditto .| 31st ditto. 
16 | “ Howrah Hitakarf” Bethar, Howrah ... | Ditto 24th and 3lst January. 
17 | “Som Prakash” . | Changripot'ah, 24-Per-| Ditto Ast February. . 
gunnahs. 
18 | “ Sahachar”’ Calcutta Ditto Ist ditto. 
19 | “ Dat” Ditto Ditto Ist ditto. 
20 | “Sulabha Samachar” Ditto — ..| Ditto 26th January and 2nd February. 
21 | “Saptahik Sambad” ... | Bhowanipore, Calcutta ... | Ditto 5th February. 
22 | “Samachar Chandrika” __... | Calcutta Bi-weekly 28th January and lst February. 
23 | “ Bangavidyé Prakashika”.., | Ditto Daily 3rd February. 
, 24 | “Sambad Prabhakar” Ditto Ditto — ... | 29th January to 4th February. 
25 |‘“‘Sambad Pfirnachandro-| Ditto Ditto .| 30th ditto to4th ditto. 
daya.” - 
26 | “ Durbin” (in Persian) Ditto Weekly ... | 29th January. 
27 | “ Jém-Jehin-numé”(in Per-| Ditto Ditto .| 29th ditto and 5th February. 
sian 
28 | “Urdu Vouide” (in Urdu)| Ditto Ditto . | 30th January. 
29 | “ Behar Bandhu” (in Hindi) | Patna Ditto | 2nd February 
Bengal Secretariat Press. 
C. E.G 


